
WRITING A DESIGN SPECIFICATION LAYOUT

This is an example of a good Design Specification for a Clock Project: Must use the Quartz analogue clock movement
provided. The movement is 55mm x 55mm .

This will help you formulate further statements for your project. I encourage you to break the project down
into major user-facing milestones if the project is more than 1 month long. A good example of an integration
is showing a feed of latest Tweets on your site. Browser data from Google Analytics If you have browser and
device data from analytics on a current site, it is useful to include it here. There are as of writing three sizes of
iPhone screens. Functionality Key questions to ask in the application design document: What does the
application do, and how quickly does it do it? Make no mistake: the challenge here is enormous. You would
spend days and weeks working on it. If the research section has not been completed fully, the specification
will also be lacking. How might the support team communicate this to the customers? Many specifications
will require testing in the latest version of the most popular browsers Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Edge and then
specify one or two versions of Internet Explorer 9e. Separate wireframes for 3. Remember your Big-O
notations? Compliance Blog Design Specification Design Specifications describe how a system performs the
requirements outlined in the Functional Requirements. If your client supplies you with graphics, make sure
that they are correctly sized with the proper aspect ratios; morphing any bitmap that has text or objects like
circles will introduce distortions. This creates additional incentive and accountability for the reviewer. Hence
this section is at the end of the doc. The specification should take you no longer than an hour to write, if you
have carried out a detailed research. What application states high-level descriptions of core user scenarios will
the user encounter? Specifications should be short and precise in what they state. And unless a specific
implementation is a stated client objective, how you make it work is up to you. What transitions occur
between these states and views? From your humble beginnings, perhaps working as a tester, you've progressed
to a team developer, then a senior developer, and now you've made another leap, the biggest of them all, to
working directly with clients. Include numbers The scale of the problem often determines the solution. Does it
cause any latency regression to the system? Quality Assurance signs to ensure that the document complies
with appropriate regulations and that all requirements were successfully addressed, but they do not necessarily
need to review technical information. Commit to addressing all questions and comments people leave within
that week. This can lead to performance, compatibility, and security issues. Depending on the system, this can
include instructions on testing specific requirements, configuration settings, or review of functions or code.
Many sites require integrations with third-party APIs. Most of the statements in the specification should refer
to your research section. Tweet this to your followers Email this to a friend Share this with your friends Show
comments. While those can be beneficial side effects, they are not the goal in and of themselves. We all want a
friendly working relationship. Below that, clients can link their project documentation, demos, etc. But these
illustrations say nothing about animations, control states, or even what actions to perform when a button is
pressed. It is important to know which of these browsers and devices need to be supported, as their technical
requirements can vary. Design as part of the project scope If the visual design is part of the project you will
need to give guidance on the constraints and desired stylistic direction. You will get a very general idea of
what the software is supposed to do, look like, and flow. The main goal of a design doc is to make you more
effective by forcing you to think through the design and gather feedback from others.


