
AN ANALYSIS OF MARXISM AND ACTION THEORY ON CONFLICT

THEORIES IN SOCIOLOGY

Of the classical founders of social science, conflict theory is most commonly associated with Karl Marx (â€“). . on and
reform present social structures with the help of sociological analysis. Weber emphasized the importance of "social
action," i.e., the ability of individuals to.

The totality of these relations of production constitutes the economic structure of society, the real foundation,
on which arises a legal and political superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social
consciousness. Weberian: Of or relating to Max Weber â€” , influential German sociologist and political
economist. Many social structures are extremely stable or have gradually progressed over time rather than
changing abruptly as conflict theory would suggest. The modern prison is a template for these institutions,
because it controls its inmates by the perfect use of discipline. Mankind thus inevitably sets itself only such
tasks as it is able to solve, since closer examination will always show that the problem itself arises only when
the material conditions for its solution are already present or at least in the course of formation. All parties to
all relationships have some power; the sociological examination of power concerns itself with discovering and
describing the relative strengths â€” equal or unequal, stable or subject to periodic change. The police
maintain public order by enforcing the law. From forms of development of the productive forces, these
relations turn into their fetters. Provided by: Boundless. This conflict based on inequality can only be
overcome through a fundamental transformation of the existing relations in the society, and is productive of
new social relations. Focusing on the economic, social, and political implications of the rise of capitalism in
Europe , Marx theorized that this system, premised on the existence of a powerful minority class the
bourgeoisie and an oppressed majority class the proletariat , created class conflict because the interests of the
two were at odds, and resources were unjustly distributed among them. At the most basic level Ward saw
human nature itself to be deeply conflicted between self- aggrandizement and altruism , between emotion and
intellect, and between male and female. According to Foucault, instead individuals are controlled by
institutions. At the same time, Karl Marx was aware that most of the people living in capitalist societies did
not see how the system shaped the entire operation of society. Social stratification has been shown to cause
many social problems. In this context, power can be understood as control of material resources and
accumulated wealth, control of politics and the institutions that make up society, and one's social status
relative to others determined not just by class but by race, gender, sexuality, culture , and religion, among
other things. Postmodern theory : An approach that is critical of modernism, with a mistrust of grand theories
and ideologies. Karl Marx "A house may be large or small; as long as the neighboring houses are likewise
small, it satisfies all social requirement for a residence. Stone as a Weapon of the Proletariat: In Marxist
theory, the class structure of the capitalist mode of production is characterized by the conflict between two
main classes: the bourgeoisie, the capitalists who own the means of production, and the much larger proletariat
who must sell their own labor power. Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master
and journeyman, in a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on
an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a revolutionary
re-constitution of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending classes. Several theorists suggested
variations on this basic theme. Being able to afford to live in better parts of the city and thus having wealth
afforded certain kids better opportunities in terms of lifestyle and education, leading to less crime and criminal
involvement. The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles. Applying Conflict
Theory Conflict theory and its variants are used by many sociologists today to study a wide range of social
problems. Simmel also showed that groups work to create internal solidarity, centralize power, and reduce
dissent. Michel Foucault Michel Foucault believed that torture had been phased out from modern society due
to the dispersion of power; so there was no need any more for the wrath of the state on a deviant individual.
Criminal justice is the system of practices and institutions of governments directed at upholding social control,
deterring and mitigating crime, or sanctioning those who violate laws with criminal penalties and
rehabilitation efforts. Although Ward and Gumplowicz developed their theories independently they had much
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in common and approached conflict from a comprehensive anthropological and evolutionary point-of-view as
opposed to Marx's rather exclusive focus on economic factors. Additionally, men benefit more from
white-collar crime than do women, as they are more likely to attempt these crimes when they are in more
powerful positions, allowing them to reap greater rewards. The use of resources can influence others. The
prehistory of human society accordingly closes with this social formation. German sociologist Georg Simmel
â€” believed that conflict can help integrate and stabilize a society. Learning Objectives Explain how conflict
theory understands deviance and crime in society Key Takeaways Key Points In conflict theory, deviant
behaviors are actions that do not go along with the social institutions. Working classes are mainly found in
industrialized economies and in urban areas of non-industrialized economies. The process of being ranked can
be changed by the person being ranked, and it can differ based on race, gender, and social class. So, while
initially conflict theory described class conflicts specifically, it has lent itself over the years to studies of how
other kinds of conflicts, like those premised on race, gender, sexuality, religion, culture, and nationality,
among others, are a part of contemporary social structures, and how they affect our lives. Durkheim saw crime
as "a factor in public health, an integral part of all healthy societies. For example, sometimes members of
marginalized groups hold an oppressive view toward their own group, or start to believe in negative
stereotypes. They can also be established through discriminatory legislation. Conflict theories, such as
Marxism, focus on the inaccessibility of resources and lack of social mobility found in stratified societies. In
studying such transformations it is always necessary to distinguish between the material transformation of the
economic conditions of production, which can be determined with the precision of natural science, and the
legal, political, religious, artistic or philosophic â€” in short, ideological forms in which men become
conscious of this conflict and fight it out. Deviant Behavior: The violation of prevailing norms or cultural
standards prescribing how humans ought to behave. Misuse and abuse with regard to a particular case or
context may represent a systemic failure to serve the cause of justice.


