
RESEARCH QUESTIONS FOR WRITING A BIOGRAPHY

Questions to be used for activist biographies. (list of activists for research at this link). Notes for your Biography Give
examples. Second set of questions for.

They usually contain an overview outlining facts on a subject with a concise list of suggested readings. Now
try to connect this hobby to the environment. These photos illustrate a few obvious ways in which Boston
Common changed over time. Explain why your subject was notable or famous. They will also help you pick
out your assumptions and biases, and help you articulate your research question in such a way as to
acknowledge your biases without relying on them. The Internet is a useful tool, but at some point you will
need to go to an actual library. This question does not clearly define the problems you are interested in, nor
does it put boundaries on your research project. But if you are not able to travel, consider what documents are
available at your home institution, town, or state. You will want to spend significant time exploring which
documents are available that are related to your topic. In order to write a great biography essay, you'll need to
develop a thesis statement about them and write supporting paragraphs with information about their life and
work. It may also talk about how the discovery impacted his life for better or for worse. Think about why this
particular type of landscape highway systems and road systems formed. In order to get your reader hooked, try
these introduction styles: Start with a quote either by or about your subject. On the other hand, that
information might be highly relevant if you're writing a biography that will be used in a psychological study.
Why did these changes happen? If your instrument is made of wood, where has the wood come from? They
can give you suggested readings and potential research directions, as well as fill you in on current debates
within the field. Remember not to take things for granted. You may start archival research focusing on
agriculture and settlement history, or decide to conduct oral histories concerning farmers' memories of the
Dust Bowl. Such information isn't appropriate for the situation or for the target audience. To what extent was
this true of your person? A biography about someone who achieved a great scientific discovery may focus on
the person's education, for example, and on his early experiments that led to the great discovery. The best
biography essays not only explore the person's life and work, but offer little-known facts about them. For
example, if you are a musician, you may think about where the raw resources for your instrument come from.
Most professors are delighted when a student is interested in their subject, and will be happy to talk with you
about your ideas. Your own experiences may help you to look into the relationship between land use change
and habitat loss, or make you curious about the historical relation between bird watching and the American
conservation movement. Yet the photographs give two very different glimpses of Boston Common: one as city
garden tended by civic-minded Girls Scouts, the other as bustling metropolitan street with cars, pedestrians,
and a subway stop. Different writers will have varying opinions and information about your chosen person, so
it's best to read a wide range of sources. If you have no clue how to generate a researchable question from
academic literature, discuss your ideas with your professors. This gap in knowledge is a good area from which
to generate research questions. You never know what sort of surprises and interesting ideas you will encounter
along the way. Return to Top of Page How to Explore Your Questions This section will suggest some steps
you might take while researching your questions.


