
NEW ESSAYS ON HUMAN UNDERSTANDING STANFORD

Locke's monumental An Essay Concerning Human Understanding () is one of the first The new experimental philosophy
had arrived.

In the Middle Ages the child was regarded as only a simple plaything, as a simple animal, or a miniature adult
who dressed, played and was supposed to act like his eldersâ€¦Their ages were unimportant and therefore
seldom known. The otherâ€”reflectionâ€”tells us about the operations of our own minds. The real essence of a
material thing is its atomic constitution. But Leibniz does have a particular argument for the mind's
immateriality or against its mechanism that concerns the nature of thought and ideas. Let substance x have
within its complete individual concept predicates g, h, iâ€¦ which are true of it past, present and future. A
human being, in a waking state, is conscious of particular perceptions, but never all. Experience is of two
kinds, sensation and reflection. Locke's views regarding reason and intellectual duty can be characterized as an
ethics of belief, according to which our rational abilities place a responsibility on each of us to examine the
beliefs we hold, and to be accountable for those things to which we assent. Now, according to Leibniz, clear
knowledge means being able to recognize something that is represented to us, for example, a rose; and
knowledge is both clear and distinct when one can enumerate marks sufficient to distinguish a rose from other
things. In other words, animals and most human beings most of the time are purely empiricists; a rational
person, however, is one who can engage in genuine a priori reasoning, moving from knowledge of a true cause
via deduction to necessary effects. Book I argues that we have no innate knowledge. So the desire that either is
or is caused by uneasiness is a desire for the removal of that uneasiness, and this is what proximately spurs us
to take means to secure that removal. What grounds what? Locke denied this, but given that we have good
reason to hold that Locke was an anti-trinitarian, we have some reason to doubt that this denial is sincere.
According to Leibniz, PSR must actually follow from PIN, for if there were a truth that had no reason, then
there would be a proposition whose subject did not contain the predicate, which is a violation of Leibniz's
conception of truth. The mind moves from ideas of sensation to what Locke considers logical conclusions
regarding the creative force behind the world we experience. Real Essences, Internal Constitutions and
Substance Throughout the Essay, Locke discusses real essences, internal constitutions and substratum, and
getting clear on each concept is required in order to produce a consistent and accurate interpretation of Locke
on real essences. The simplest case is, perhaps, motion. That is, Locke recognizes the possibility of akratic
action, i. Of enthusiasts, those who would abandon reason and claim to know on the basis of faith alone,
Locke writes: â€¦he that takes away Reason to make way for Revelation, puts out the Light of both, and does
much what the same, as if he would perswade a Man to put out his eyes, the better to receive the remote Light
of an invisible Star by a Telescope. Darwall , 37 Colman makes a similar point: Right is the central concept in
Locke's natural law doctrine, but the law could have no purchase on human conduct unless doing that which is
right were in some way productive of good. And this I farther say, that there are real distinctions and
differences in those real constitutions one from another; whereby they are distinguished one from another,
whether we think of them or name them or no. Bishop Stillingfleet accused Locke of putting substance out of
the reasonable part of the world. Reason must conclude, then, that the world is created by a divine willâ€”a
superior power, which can bring us into existence, maintain us, or take us away, give us great joy or render us
in great pain.


