
THE INSTITUTION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT SHOULD BE ABOLISHED

We also believe that we honor her by working to abolish the death penalty, .. Americans to have confidence in or be
willing to work with an institution that is.

Settlement rules could allow for animal blood to replace human blood, or transfers of property or blood money
or in some case an offer of a person for execution. Only a minority of the American public would favor the
death penalty if offered such alternatives. Between and , men were executed for rape, of whom â€” 90 percent
â€” were black. If, however, severe punishment can deter crime, then permanent imprisonment is severe
enough to deter any rational person from committing a violent crime. The adage ''two wrongs do not make a
right,'' applies here in the most fundamental way. This is for maintenance only and does not allow for
construction costs and inflation! At that time, I asked the prison commissioner, who was communicating on an
open telephone line to Governor George Wallace, to grant clemency on the grounds that Mr. These results
cannot be explained away by relevant non-racial factors, such as prior criminal record or type of crime, as
these were factored for in the Baldus and GAO studies referred to above. Buck has not yet received the new
sentencing hearing justice requires. To make a scapegoat scheme effective it would be necessary to go through
the appearance of a legitimate legal process and to present evidence which convinced the public that the
person being punished deserved their punishment. These concerns are so grave that eight States and the
Federal system all halted individual executions in to work through these problems. It is impossible to imagine
how the threat of any punishment could prevent a crime that is not premeditated. The Victorian legal
philosopher James Fitzjames Stephens thought vengeance was an acceptable justification for punishment.
Most capital crimes are committed in the heat of the moment. They ranked increasing the number of police
officers, reducing drug abuse, and creating a better economy with more jobs higher than the death penalty as
the best ways to reduce violence. Nepal abolished the death penalty in  That was a posture we were not willing
to assume. By virtue of s. In today's modern society where we all talk about human rights, it will be argued
that it is barbaric and degrading to sentence another man to death; it violates the sanctity of human life and
stands morally condemned. This means the prospective juror must be willing to convict the accused knowing
that a sentence of death is a possibility. These studies, along with the fluctuations we see in all death penalty
jurisdictions including the federal government , speak again to the varying factors involved in determining
who is eligible for the death penalty and who is not. Again, the doctors examined Mr. But in many ways the
law is inevitably linked with violence - it punishes violent crimes, and it uses punishments that 'violently'
restrict human freedoms. The Court also held that the evidence failed to show that there was "a
constitutionally significant risk of racial bias Stevenson uncovered prosecutorial suppression of exculpatory
evidence and perjury by prosecution witnesses, and the new district attorney joined the defense in seeking
dismissal of the charges. The 'last mile' seemed an eternity, every step a painful reminder of what waited at the
end of the walk. Whatever the reasons are, and the reasons must be sought by the appropriate authorities, death
is not the answer, to the problem. There are others, no less sane or sensitive, who will argue that not having a
death penalty debases the value of life for after all, what greater price can one assess for a life than a life?
Historically, we are one of the first Nations to speak out against torture and killings by foreign governments.
The average death row inmate waits 12 years between sentencing and execution, and some sit in anticipation
of their executions on death row for up to 30 years. These were mainly property offences, for example cutting
down a cherry tree in an orchard. Furthermore, post-conviction appeals in death-penalty cases are far more
frequent than in other cases. My focus, and the focus of those whom I am representing through this testimony,
is on the victims of murder and their surviving families. At the outset, we would like to express our
institutional rejection of the death penalty as a form of punishment for criminal activity. For example, in ,
Daniel Colwell , who suffered from mental illness, claimed that he killed a randomly-selected couple in a
Georgia parking lot so that the state would kill him â€” he was sentenced to death and ultimately took his own
life while on death row. Since , only 51 women have been executed in the United States 15 of them black. The
Criminal Procedure Code provides for an exception to a class of persons who cannot be sentenced to death.
George Kateb, The Inner Ocean Brutalising the law Capital punishment is said to produce an unacceptable
link between the law and violence.


