
ANALYZING THE THEME OF KATE CHOPINS

Kate Chopin's Short Stories Themes Many of the inner conflicts faced by Chopin's heroines are essentially . These
papers were written primarily by students and provide critical analysis of Kate Chopin's Short Stories.

Mallard discovers when her husband returns home uninjured, and as Mrs. She looks forward to "years to come
that would belong to her absolutely. Mallard is dead mirrors the false image that Mrs. One of Kate Chopin's
most famous stories is "the Story of an Hour. The plot twist of this short story is that, in fact, her husband,
Brently Mallard, is very much alive and comes home as if nothing happened. It's not so much about getting rid
of her husband as it is about being entirely in charge of her own life, "body and soul. The Kate Chopin
International Society is kind enough to provide a free, accurate version. The Awakening is a work in which the
feminist protest of the present had already been memorably imagined. Josephine shrieks. Edna Pontellier, its
heroine, is always at the center of the novel, and nothing occurs that does not in some way bear upon her
thoughts or developing sense of her situation. There were the hum of bees, and the musky odor of pinks filled
the air. And it was the removal of that intense joy that led to her death. During this time period, women quite
frequently had to subjugate themselves to the will of their husbands, or to some other man who had a
significant amount of control over their lives. However, in many cases, Chopin's protagonists face the prospect
of illicit desires that are often of a sexual nature and that tend to oppose contemporary moral standards. At the
same time, The Awakening seems to have been influenced by Madame Bovary. Describing Louise's gaze,
Chopin writes, "It was not a glance of reflection, but rather indicated a suspension of intelligent thought.
David Hosmer, from St. The guests at her dinner party, characters with names such as Mrs. Mallard from the
shocking view of her husband. At Fault is essentially a realistic novel but resorts at times to romantic or
melodramatic conventions. It is a short story that observes the unities of time, place, and plot: the action takes
place in less than a day in a single location and has no subplots. The repetition of the word "open" emphasizes
possibility and a lack of restrictions. She has several short stories published in literary journals. Women had
very few rightsâ€”they could not vote, had few opportunities for employment, and were expected to cook,
clean, and look pretty for their husbands. What is the Theme? Nevertheless, Chopin sometimes shows that
these moments of freedom can be extremely tenuous or temporary, as Mrs. The boldness of her possession of
theme in The Awakening is wholly remarkable. The trees are "all aquiver with the new spring of life," the
"delicious breath of rain" is in the air, sparrows are twittering, and Louise can hear someone singing a song in
the distance. The hero, David Hosmer, comes to Louisiana from St. Although the female protagonists do not
themselves consciously understand the role of the gendered power relations in their society, the heroine finds
in a number of cases that she has very little power except through the proxy of her husband. The Irony of Joy
That Kills When Brently Mallard enters the house alive and well in the final scene, his appearance is utterly
ordinary. A Growing Awareness of Freedom Yet something even more unthinkable lurks in this story:
Louise's growing awareness of the freedom she will have without Brently. At first, she doesn't consciously
allow herself to think about this freedom. And if someone told me a story about a woman who bewailed her
deceased husband and then died of overwhelming happiness after she saw him safe and sound, I would
definitely believe in reliability of this story. Louis and remarries Fanny Larimore. Elsewhere, in "Beyond the
Bayou," Chopin provides another indication of the erroneous nature of nineteenth-century racial relations by
revealing the black slave La Folle to be an inherently capable and strong woman. If At Fault suggests the
symmetrical social novels of William Dean Howells, Bayou Folk gives the impression of southern folk writing
brought to a high degree of perfection. On the other hand, in "The Locket," those who are dead can also return
to life, and while the presumed death of Edmond nearly kills Octavie 's spirit, his return brings both of them
back to youth. Intelligent and thought out, it raises a question that will appear again in The Awakening: Are
individuals responsible to others or to themselves? For example, in "The Kiss," the author shows Nathalie in
her brazen attempts to fulfill the requirements of a socially and fiscally useful match by marrying Brantain
while simultaneously maintaining passion in her romantic life by keeping Harvy as her lover. At Fault deals
with divorce, but beyond that, it addresses the contradictions of nature and convention.


