
WRITING ESSAYS WITHOUT PERSONAL PRONOUNS

Sometimes it is just a matter of eliminating the personal language. We use the passive voice to make our writing sound
objective. Personal pronouns are avoided when using the passive voice; focus moves off 'doer' and onto the action.

We get these ideas primarily from teachers and other students. Philidelphia: John Benjamins,  Strong checks
and balances need to be in place to ensure future research is ethical and productive. Use the passive voice 3.
But conventions seem to be changing in some casesâ€”for instance, when a scientific writer is describing a
project she is working on or positioning that project within the existing research on the topic. Better example
using first person: In our study of American popular culture of the s, we explored the degree to which
materialism characterized the cultural milieu. While your audience is generally interested in your perspective
in the humanities fields, readers do expect you to fully argue, support, and illustrate your assertions. Also, in
no way does history hinder progress, and in fact it is the opposite. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 
It is useful to think of the motivation that has driven scientific texts to become more accepting of personal
pronounsâ€”does the personal pronoun help express the thought as simply and clearly as possible? Which
disciplines accept personal pronoun use and to what extent? Use the 3rd person or 'It' constructions 2. For
example, you may want to use them in the thesis statement in the introduction to give your opinion: "In my
opinion, students should not have to wear school uniforms". Some people think they should be knocked down
and replaced by news ones. Passive sentence construction emphasises the events and processes the sentence is
describing. Preserving certain old buildings is important for several reasons. Here is an example in which
alternatives to the first person would be more appropriate: Original example: As I observed the
communication styles of first-year Carolina women, I noticed frequent use of non-verbal cues. Take for
example the many religious buildings such as churches and temples that can be seen around the world. As
another consideration, texts that wind their way through difficult theoretical material tend to use more personal
pronouns e. Personal pronouns are avoided when using the passive voice; focus moves off 'doer' and onto the
action. In my opinion, it is very important to maintain these, but this does not mean progress should stop.
Shaw, Philip. Often, as in a lab report, your goal is to describe observations in such a way that a reader could
duplicate the experiment, so the less extra information, the better. You are less likely to use them in your body
paragraphs, but it is not wrong to do so. Roughly speaking, hard fields are the sciences and soft fields are the
humanities and social sciences. In an IELTS essays you don't have any of these sources - you only have your
own experience and 40 minutes! Researchers have commented that hard fields avoid use of personal pronouns
to: maintain an objective tone e. Religion: Religion courses might seem like a place where personal experience
would be welcomed. However, their use still varies from discipline to discipline. From these survey results, it
could be argued However, this certainly does not mean that modernization should be discouraged. You will
likely not use personal pronouns in essays for IELTS to this extent as this question is particulary suitable for it
more than some others, but it shows you that it is not necessarily a problem. You can go to a skill development
exercise. They are always used in application documents such as a personal statement or a statement of
purpose. Klein, Kevin. As you saw in the essay above, using personal pronouns did not detract from the style
of the essay. The appropriate amount of personal pronoun use in a philosophy text will not necessarily be
appropriate for a medical text. Although there are certainly some instructors who think that these rules should
be followed so it is a good idea to ask directly , many instructors in all kinds of fields are finding reason to
depart from these rules. Edinburgh: Thomas Nelson and Sons.


