
VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT

Victim impact statements are written or oral information from crime victims, in their own words, about how a crime has
affected them. All 50 states allow victim.

United States of America Annotation: After an overview of victim impact statements that includes the
rationale for introducing them in court, this chapter discusses arguments for and against using victim impact
statements, followed by a discussion of the effect victim impact statements have on sentencing decisions.
Some states allow these statements to be updated by the victims, to include any additional impact the original
crime has had on their lives. This is true in cases that go to trial as well. Restitution Will I be able to make a
statement at sentencing? Do address the judge, or paroling authority, when you speak. In the circumstance of
death, some jurisdictions have described victim impact statements from family members as 'irrelevant' to
sentence but not 'unimportant' to the process: they are valued for restorative purposes but cannot differentiate
punishment for causing death. It has also been suggested they may confront an offender with the results of
their crime and thus aid rehabilitation. Do I Have to Read it in Court? Overview[ edit ] One purpose of the
statement is to allow the person or persons most directly affected by the crime to address the court during the
decision making process. This report is then submitted to the judge prior to sentencing. More often than not,
cases conclude by a plea offer. The PSR helps the judge determine the proper sentence to impose. This
includes your physical address, mailing address, email address and phone number. The answers should be
written neatly or typed. When the judge orders the defendant to pay the victim it is called "restitution. Many
find this helpful in the journey of victimization. Also, all states have victim assistance programs. What
Happens to my Victim Impact Statement? Some jurisdictions permit statements to express what they deem to
be an appropriate punishment or sentence for the criminal. For most victims of crime, these statements provide
them an opportunity to focus the court's attention on the human cost of the crime and allow the victims to
become a part of the criminal justice process. The defendant will have access to your letter or the statement
you read in court and could use the information to contact you in the future. The purpose of victim impact
statements is to allow crime victims to describe to the Court the impact of the crime. What was the emotional
impact of the crime on you and your family? Abstract: Victim impact statements allow victims to describe the
physical, emotional, and economic effects the crime has caused them and to express an opinion as to the
appropriate sentence. What is the purpose of a Victim Impact Statement? Victim Impact Statement Victim
Impact Statement Victim impact statements are written or oral information from crime victims, in their own
words, about how a crime has affected them. While nobody can truly understand what you are feeling, you can
help others identify with your trauma by using feeling evoking words and phrases. It is a reminder of the harm
they caused you. It does not have to be a victim advocate, and should be someone you feel comfortable
expressing your words. There are several reasons why Victim Impact Statements are beneficial. Probation
Office to be included as part of the Presentence Investigation Report. Is there anything else you would like to
tell the court? Some experts have concluded that cases in which victim impact statements were admitted were
more likely to result in the offender going to prison rather than being placed on probation, compared to cases
in which no victim impact statements were admitted. In , the Final Report of the President's Task Force on
Victims of Crime recommended that "judges allow for, and give appropriate weight to, input at sentencing
from victims of violent crime. All 50 states allow victim impact statements at some phase of the sentencing
process. Hearing from those that are affected by the crime puts a face with an often forgotten victim. Preparing
and presenting an impact statement in court, or in front of a paroling or probation agency, can be intimidating.
The need for restitution.


