
WRITING A DISSERTATION LITERATURE REVIEW

As an academic writer, you are expected to provide an analytical overview of the significant literature published on your
topic. If your audience knows less than.

You still need to balance theory with current approaches, as you will need to demonstrate the ways in which
perspectives in the literature have changed over the years, or you may even want to demonstrate how scholars
have used classic theories to inform their work. They specifically espouse a perspective based on a human
rights approachâ€¦" This approach also leaves room for you to insert your voice into the literature. Describe
the relationship of each work to the others under consideration. You may also want to make a clear decision
about whether to start with a very narrow focus and work outwards, or to start wide before focussing in. You
need to check what is required within your own discipline. There may be specific guidance on structure within
your department, or you may need to devise your own. A quick search using keywords on Google Scholar will
often give you a quick overview of the available literature. Our expert academic writers can help. Also, note
how sources have been grouped according to both arguments and themes. To help you do this, you will need
to establish a structure to work to. Some final notes The overall structure of your literature review will be
largely based on your research area and the academic conventions that are in line with it. If this is the case for
you, focus on the methods used by various researchers. Key Topics You should draw out the main topics of
your dissertation. Blaxter et al. There may also be key sources of publications for your subject that are
accessible electronically, such as collections of policy documents, standards, archive material, videos, and
audio-recordings. This very short statement contains some key concepts, which are examined in the table
below. EndNote and RefWorks are software packages that you can use to collect and store details of your
references, and your comments on them. In other instances, identifying the gap is an indication of good critical
analysis and can score you extra points. That is why working on a dissertation may take more time that was
estimated. A narrative thread Although you clearly need to write in an academic style, it can be helpful to
imagine that you are telling a story. This can involve further review with perhaps a slightly different focus
from that of your initial review. Blackstock et al. If your audience knows less than you do on the topic, your
purpose is instructional. This may be partly due to the challenge of selecting appropriate evaluation criteria
and data collection methods. When to review the literature With small-scale writing projects, the literature
review is likely to be done just once; probably before the writing begins. Make your voice heard Yes, the
whole point of the literature review is to provide a critical analysis and summary of the viewpoints out there,
but a critical analysis does include the fact that you need to make your opinion known in the context of the
literature. Literature review done? What is a literature review? Consider this statement: "While X argues for
the enactment of more stringent migration policies, this paper argues along the lines of Y that migration
policies should be based on human rights considerations. Use with caution. For post-graduate research papers,
identifying research gaps and formulating research questions that can address these gaps form the very essence
of a research paper. Do not rely too much on direct quotes Only use them to emphasise a point. The story
needs to be logical, informative, persuasive, comprehensive and, ideally, interesting. A literature review may
also provide a thorough and critical outline of the intellectual developments in a field with a focus on major,
and often polemical, debates. Creating a synthesis is, in effect, like building interpretation upon interpretation.
Stand-alone literature review If you are writing a stand-alone paper, you can discuss the overall implications
of the literature or make suggestions for future research based on the gaps you have identified. If so, what
method s would have been better? These are questions that you will already probably be asking yourself.


