
ESSAY ON IMPORTANCE OF MOTHER TONGUE IN EDUCATION

Thus, when learning is conducted, the children effortlessly follow and understand , resulting in educational success.
Mother tongue develops a.

Children achieve this by transferring the different structure of a language to other languages. Children identify
themselves with the language they speak. In India, curriculum and the content of education have been central
to the processes of reproduction of caste, class, cultural and patriarchal domination-subordination. Reading,
expressing oneself, acquisition of knowledge and reasoning are the instruments for bringing about intellectual
development; and all of these are possible only through language, or the mother-tongue of the child. It is much
harder, however, to teach these abstract skills directly through a second language. With its importance in
formal education, curriculum has become a dynamic process due to the changes that occur in our society.
Thus, to facilitate effective communication and understanding of each other, different sectors of the economy,
such as schools, health and in businesses, necessitates the need for an understanding of different languages.
Code-switching and code-mixing involve alternation between languages, and are common communication
strategies in bi- and multilingual contexts. This was just one small part of the jigsaw that made up our in-depth
mother tongue programme. At this stage, however, many of our lawmakers and national leaders still hold on to
the unfounded but long-held belief that an English-dominated initial basic education will produce superior
learners. Parents can help with homework and can participate in school activities Studies have reported that
when children take advantage of their multilingualism they also enjoy higher socioeconomic status, including
higher earnings On average, the schools perform better,reporting less repetition Finally, schools report
children stay in school longer Is there a perfect model? Mother-tongue is the most important instrument for
bringing about emotional development of the individual. Naturally, this flows down into every aspect of their
lives, including their academic achievement. This paper will discuss how choosing an appropriate language of
instruction has positive implications for education in terms of both increasing access and improving quality.
The emotional effect of literature and poetry is something which is of vital importance in the development and
refinement of emotions. With such mother tongue-based multi-lingual education MLE framework, the mastery
of all the learning areas including English is effectively attained. It enforces the importance of teacher
expectations, human capital, and cultural capital. Thus, when learning is conducted, the children effortlessly
follow and understand, resulting in educational success. Bilingual models and practices vary as do their
results, but what they have in common is their use of the mother tongue at least in the early years so that
students can acquire and develop literacy skills in addition to understanding and participating in the classroom.
Mother tongue elicits the development of strong family bonds. The situation is different with children who
speak more languages. Medium of Expression and Communication. Centre for Research on Bilingualism
Stockholm University 14 April Part A: Overview While there are many factors involved in delivering quality
basic education, language is clearly the key to communication and understanding in the classroom. Professor
Jim Cummins from the University of Toronto has written about the importance of mother tongue. Adults in
Khoisan- and Bantu-speaking societies, for example, had extensive responsibilities for transmitting cultural
values and skills within kinship-based groups and sometimes within larger organizations, villages, or districts.
Language and mother tongue also play a huge role in the development of personal, social and cultural identity.
Education involved oral histories of the group, tales of heroism and treachery, and practice in the skills
necessary for survival in a changing environment. Simply changing the language of instruction without
resolving other pressing social and political issues is not likely to result in significant improvement in
educational services. In this setting, it is the duty of all people to pass down their own language, but learning a
new one opens new possibilities for them, making the world become a little larger. The purpose of a
multilingual education program is to develop appropriate cognitive and reasoning skills enabling children to
operate equally in different languages â€” starting in the mother tongue with transition to Filipino and then
English. When I taught in Bratislava, we encouraged children to bring in books written in their home language
s and to share these with the class. We affirm the need to improve learning competencies in all subject areas,
including English. Once students have basic literacy skills in the L1 and communicative skills in the L2, they
can begin reading and writing in the L2, efficiently transferring the literacy skills they have acquired in the
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familiar language. Unlike submersion teaching, which is often characterised by lecture and rote response,
bilingual instruction allows teachers and students to interact naturally and negotiate meanings together,
creating participatory learning environments that are conducive to cognitive as well as linguistic development.
The best approach here is not to ignore all languages and opt for one language only, as is frequently the case.
The degree to which they become bilingual may vary considerably however and depends on the goal of the
school programme. It brings about Intellectual Development. It gives hope to every student who is trying to
make it in life. The majority of schools however offer education only in and through one language. It not only
stimulates their confidence but also creates awareness of their individual and cultural identity, facilitates
learning and adoption of other languages, creates job opportunities and keeps families tightly knit.


