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Spiro Agnew was determined to make the most of that role and to expand his legislative functions as well.
Each state is entitled to a number of electors equal to the size of its total delegation in both houses of
Congress. Reagan's supporters then sought to amend the convention rules so that Gerald R. The group also
includes George H. People noticed the next vice president. In President Nixon pledged to give his vice
president a significant policy-making role andâ€”for the first timeâ€”an office in the White House itself. Dick
Cheney is a fantastic example of this. A scrupulous guardian of the Senate's written rules, he disdained its
unwritten customs and practices. There was to be none. I'm running for president of the United States of
America" while noting "With all due respect. John Adams was certainly familiar with this arrangement, since
the lieutenant governor presided over the upper house in his own state of Massachusetts. I'm not running for
vice president. Elbridge Gerry, who would later serve as vice president, declared that the framers "might as
well put the President himself as head of the legislature. Relegated to presiding over the Senate, a few
19th-century vice presidents took that task seriously. As modern-era presidents began playing an increasing
role as legislative agenda setters, their vice presidents regularly attended cabinet meetings and received
executive assignments. Questions about Dan Quayle 's experience were raised in the presidential campaign of
George H. The framers' failure to provide a method for filling a vice-presidential vacancy continued to plague
the nation. Those who held it rarely attended cabinet meetings or otherwise involved themselves in executive
branch business. The vice presidency in the 19th century seldom led to the White House, because vice
presidents of the era were rarely men of presidential stature. Two were never elected by the people.
McCormack, who was  Bush , but the Bush-Quayle ticket still won handily. During the 19th century, the vice
presidency remained essentially a legislative position. During the quarter century that the "Virginia dynasty"
presidents Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe held sway, the vice presidency was the province of
men widely regarded as party hacks or men in the twilight of illustrious careers. Bushâ€”had the pleasure of
announcing their own election as president. The certified results are opened and counted during a joint session
of Congress, held in the first week of January. The former Rough Rider held presidential ambitions and
worried that the job could be "a steppingstone toâ€¦oblivion. That classic guide has retained its usefulness to
both the Senate and the House of Representatives through the intervening two centuries. While this selection
process may enhance the chances of success for a national ticket, in the past it often insured that the vice
presidential nominee represented regions, constituencies, or ideologies at odds with those of the presidential
candidate. Since the s, however, no vice president has cast as many as 10 tie-breaking votes. Bush won the
presidency in at the conclusion of his eight years as Ronald Reagan's vice president. Eagleton nevertheless
received a majority of the votes and the nomination, though he later resigned from the ticket, resulting in
Sargent Shriver becoming McGovern's final running mate; both lost to the Nixon-Agnew ticket by a wide
margin, carrying only Massachusetts and the District of Columbia. During the 20th century, the focus of the
vice presidency shifted dramatically from being mainly a legislative position to a predominately executive
post.


