
WAS STALINS PUSH TOWARD INDUSTRIALISATION WORTH

This column argues that Stalin's industrialisation was disastrous even The transformation of Soviet Russia from an
agrarian to an industrial Value added per worker in agriculture is several times lower than in the modern, industrial
sector. . of the Soviet industrial revolution, Princeton University Press.

He would have chosen a longer timespan for the comparison, rather than just one year. What are the results of
the five-year plan in four years in the sphere of industry? This was said at the time when we were bringing to a
close the war against the interventionists, when we were passing from the military struggle against capitalism
to the struggle on the economic front, to the period of economic development. Who are these people? Nothing
of the kind! Marxist theory aside, the need to industrialize was also a pragmatic matter of self-defense. The
consensus explanation for the later stagnation of the Soviet Union is largely correct: central planning does
have incentive and information problems, and growth by increasing inputs capital and labour alone is not
sustainable without accompanying increases in productivit y. And still earlier, in the period before the October
Revolution, the poor peasants constituted not less than 60 per cent of the peasant population. This was said at
the time when we were bringing to a close the war against the interventionists, when we were passing from the
military struggle against capitalism to the struggle on the economic front, to the period of economic
development. It is beyond any doubt that, but for this incidental circumstance, we would almost certainly not
only have fulfilled, but even overfulfilled the total production figures of the five-year plan. That is the point,
comrades. That is how matters stand with regard to the fundamental task of the five-year plan. The
fundamental task of the five-year plan was, in converting the U. Secondly, the firm leadership of the Party and
of the Government, who urged the masses forward and overcame all difficulties in the way to the goal. At the
same time, the state shifted to the centralized distribution of the means of production and consumer goods
belonging to it, the introduction of command-administrative methods of management and the nationalization
of private property were carried out. What are the main results of our successes in the sphere of industry and
agriculture as regards radical improvement of the material conditions of the working people? There is no
mischief and slander which these "have-beens" will not resort to against the Soviet regime and around which
they will not try to rally the backward elements. Use of foreign specialists[ edit ] Engineers were invited from
abroad, many well-known companies, such as Siemens-Schuckertwerke AG and General Electric , were
involved in the work and carried out deliveries of modern equipment, a significant part of the equipment
models produced in those years at Soviet factories, were copies or modifications of foreign analogues for
example, a Fordson tractor assembled at the Stalingrad Tractor Plant. It cannot be said that these "have-beens"
can alter anything in the present position of the U. Now we rank among the first. Lenin said : "Small-scale
farming provides no escape from poverty" see "Small-scale farming provides no Vol. Of course, not
everything with us is yet as it should be. Joint Plenum of the C. Hence, every per cent of increase represented
more than ,, rubles, i. But the restoration and development of heavy industry, particularly in such a backward
and poor country as ours was at the beginning of the five-year plan period, is an extremely difficult task; for,
as is well known, heavy industry calls for enormous financial expenditure and the existence of a certain
minimum of experienced technical forces, without which, generally speaking, the restoration of heavy industry
is impossible. All the more carefully, therefore, must we analyse the results of the five-year plan, the results of
the carrying out and fulfilment of the five-year plan.


