
MUTABILITY OF PAST IN 1984

'Mutability of the Past' is a component of the INGSOC (English Socialism)-a fictional political system equivalent to
Stalinistic dictatorship as appears in ''- a.

Even in our own time, candidates for all levels of government, including those for President, "remember"
things differently, and politicos nationwide attempt to put their "spin" on events that affect us all. If the leaders
of nations are the people dictating the what, where, when, who, and how of history, there can be little question
that lies find their way into the history books, that those lies are taught to school children, and that they
eventually become historical fact. Orwell was concerned that the concept of truth was fading out of the world.
They pretended, perhaps they even believed, that they had seized power unwillingly and for a limited time,
and that just around the corner there lay a paradise where human beings would be free and equal. Winston
Smith 's position in the Ministry of Truth is that of creating or forging the past into something unrecognizable
to any person with an accurate memory even memory is controlled in so that each forgery "becomes" historic
fact. To understand the irony behind the quote from George Orwell's novel , "the mutability of the past," one
must first understand what the terms being used mean. What pure power means you will understand presently.
The Stalinists perfected this modus operandi by re-writing people and events in and out of history or distorting
historical facts to suit the Party's purposes. Instead, they are looking at history as something which exists in the
present. The object of persecution is persecution. Orwell conceded that much of history was lies, and he was
frustrated by the fact that he believed that history could be accurately written. The object of power is power.
With every era, our "heroes" are disclaimed, and history books rewritten. We know that no one ever seizes
power with the intention of relinquishing it. We are not interested in the good of others; we are interested
solely in power, pure power. History, given that it has already happened, is not able to be changed, it is
certainly not "subject to change or alteration. Published June 06, What is ironic about the phrase, "the
mutability of the past" from ? All the others, even those who resembled ourselves, were cowards and
hypocrites. The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake. The German Nazis and the Russian Communists
came very close to us in their methods, but they never had the courage to recognize their own motives. Power
is not a means; it is an end. One does not establish a dictatorship in order to safeguard a revolution; one makes
the revolution in order to establish the dictatorship. After all, in the arena of human intercourse of which
politics is a part, what is believed is much more powerful than what is actual. This "rewriting" of events is not
reserved for totalitarian governments. The novel makes the distinction between truth the actual issues and
circumstances of an event and fact what are believed to be the issues and circumstances of an event and then
explores the social-political-ethical-moral nuances of the evil manipulation of facts in order to control
individuals and societies for political gain. Mutability is defined in the following way: Capable of or subject to
change or alteration. We are different from the oligarchies of the past in that we know what we are doing.
Sometimes these distortions are innocent and innocuous differences of perspective; other times, they are
deadly dangerous. Now you begin to understand me. One moment, Oceania is and always has been at war with
one enemy, the next moment it is and has always been at war with another, and the people of Oceania accept
the information as true. It is an exaggeration of a phenomenon that Orwell observed in his own time and
reported with true clarity in People most readily believe that which they can believe most conveniently.


