
CREATIVE AND CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES AND

They become more confident and autonomous problem-solvers and thinkers. Examples of critical thinking skills are
interpreting, analysing, evaluating.

Creative thinking is important in developing creative questions, speculation and interpretations during inquiry.
Analysing, synthesising and evaluating reasoning and procedures This element involves students analysing,
synthesising and evaluating the reasoning and procedures used to find solutions, evaluate and justify results or
inform courses of action. Being aware that these approaches necessarily involve making lots of suggestions
that are unworkable and may sound silly. The Arts In the Australian Curriculum: The Arts, critical and
creative thinking is integral to making and responding to artworks. Be clear that the purpose of such
out-of-context work is to gain confidence and skill in using the tool, so everyone will be successful when
using it in context. For more information about the Creative Problem Solving framework, see the resources at
the Center for Creative Learning. Not judging ideas early in the process - treat all ideas as if they may contain
the seeds of something potentially useful. Our grasp of creativity and critical thinking is improved when we
see them in symbiotic relationship with one another. English Critical and creative thinking are essential to
developing analytical and evaluative skills and understandings in the Australian Curriculum: English. It is
often possible to increase the quantity and quality of options by building on the thinking of others or by seeing
new combinations that may be stronger than any of their parts. Similarly, if you rely on focusing alone, you
may have too few possibilities from which to choose. Evaluating choices or possible courses of action faced
by people or groups in literature or social studies units for example, in a film the students have viewed or a
story they have read. Critical and creative thinking can be encouraged simultaneously through activities that
integrate reason, logic, imagination and innovation; for example, focusing on a topic in a logical, analytical
way for some time, sorting out conflicting claims, weighing evidence, thinking through possible solutions, and
then, following reflection and perhaps a burst of creative energy, coming up with innovative and considered
responses. Ideas can also slip away very easily. Ask questions such as 'what ifâ€¦.? I recommend that teachers
follow several guidelines. Creative thinking involves searching for meaningful new connections by generating
many unusual, original, and varied possibilities, as well as details that expand or enrich possibilities. They
consider how data, information, systems, materials, tools and equipment past and present impact on our lives,
and how these elements might be better designed and managed. Critical and Creative Thinking in the learning
areas The imparting of knowledge content and the development of thinking skills are accepted today as
primary purposes of education. Students learn the value and process of developing creative questions and the
importance of speculation. Ask, "What is the tool? Understanding the important elements or parts of a topic
being studied for example, the major attributes of a country or civilization in social studies, the major elements
of a story, or the characteristics of the main characters in a novel. Identifying varied or unusual ways to make
people aware of the importance of voting. Pin Creativity and critical thinking sit atop most lists of skills
crucial for success in the 21st century. Selecting promising or intriguing possibilities identifying hits and
clustering, categorizing, organizing, or compressing them in meaningful ways finding hot spots. At the same
time, critical analysis of historical problems often employs invention and is or should be rewarded for its
creativity. Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. Thinking with standards: Preparing for the future Secondary ed.
Communication is integral to each of the thinking processes. Students develop understandings of concepts
through active inquiry that involves planning and selecting appropriate information, evaluating sources of
information to formulate conclusions and to critically reflect on their own and the collective process. Consider
novelty. Treffinger Teachers can help students become 21st-century problem solvers by introducing them to a
broad range of thinking tools. Creative Learning Today, 15 3 , 3. It is more accurate, however, to view
brainstorming as a specific tool in which a person or a group follows the four guidelines described above to
search for many possible responses to an open-ended task or question. For example, a student analyzing the
US mission to the moon in terms of the theme of the frontier in American mythology is engaged in an
intellectual activity that is at least as creative as it is evaluative. Students develop critical and creative thinking
through the examination of political, legal and social issues that do not have obvious or straightforward
answers and that require problem-solving and innovative solutions.


