
AN ESSAY ON MAN EPISTLE 1 ALEXANDER POPE SUMMARY

Pope's Poems and Prose Summary and Analysis of An Essay on Man: with Pope on his quest to â€œvindicate the ways
of God to man (1, 16).

Indeed, such serenity cannot derive from riches or fame, material goods or currencies which usually serve as
an impediment to virtue anyway. To deduce the rivers, to follow them in their course, and to observe their
effects, may be a task more agreeable. A human is somewhere below the angels but above the animals and
plants. Section 4. All this dread order breakâ€”for whom? Pope further discusses the two principles by
claiming that self-love is what causes man to do what he desires, but reason is what allows him to know how
to stay in line. It is therefore in the anatomy of the mind as in that of the body ; more good will accrue to
mankind by attending to the large, open, and perceptible parts, than by studying too much such finer nerves
and vessels, the conformations and uses of which will for ever escape our observation. I would observe that it
is an evolutionary development, needed because of the long time required before a child passes into adulthood.
John, Lord Bolingbroke, a friend of the poet from whose fragmentary philosophical writings Pope likely drew
inspiration for An Essay on Man. Science has given man the tools to better understand Gods creation, but its
intoxicating power has caused man to imitate God. And all that rises, rise in due degree; Then, in the sale of
reas'ning life, 'tis plain There must be, somewhere, such a rank as Man. However, this is impossible, since a
person does not exist by itself, but only as part of a larger whole, which is outside the reach of any living
being. And so we arrive at the last of Pope's lines. In parts superior what advantage lies! It is broken down into
four epistles. Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleasure's smiling train, Hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of Pain,
These mix'd with art, and to due bounds confin'd, Make and maintain the balance of the mind: Pope's theme is
again repeated: the two driving forces of man are his reason and his passion. Johnson's 65 page biography on
Pope, Essay on Man 31 pp. According to Popes thesis, everything that exists plays a role in the divine plan. As
a proponent of the doctrine of free will, Popes personal opinions seem at odds with his philosophical
conclusions in the first epistle. The passions and imperfections are distributed to all individuals of each order
of men in all societies. Cambridge University Press,  In nature, we find life in a complete variety, - "vast chain
of being" everything "beast, bird, fish, insect. Back to Line 10] open


