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European diplomatic and military events provided the final catalyst that turned Creole discontent into full-fledged
movements for Latin American independence.

He mentioned this topic to several correspondents in Europe, and remarked on his ideas and fears for the
future of these colonial societies, pointing to the disparities between the United States and Spanish America.
Creoles selectively adapted rather than simply embraced the thought that had informed revolutions in North
America and France. I have served you for twenty years as soldier and leader. The fact that our traveler had
himself witnessed the social oppression existing in colonial societies of Spanish America, and had personally
lived in several European monarchies which displayed all the social injustices Jefferson sought to overcome in
the new form of society he was trying to create, made him an interesting interlocutor. Impact of the French
Revolution: Haiti The Haitian Revolution was a successful anti-slavery and anti-colonial insurrection that took
place in the former French colony of Saint Domingue from until  A constituent assembly meeting in adopted a
flag , anthem, and other symbols of national identity, but the apparent unity disintegrated soon afterward.
Sofka, "A Commerce Which Must be Protected": The International Policy of Thomas Jefferson, , forthcoming,
this material taken from manuscript provided by the author for comment. Humboldt's Cosmos. Its sovereign
decrees will determine our lives, the happiness of the Republic, and the glory of Colombia. Now that the
Spanish king had regained the throne from the French, the choice of the creoles was more difficult. The war
started when French and Spanish armies invaded and occupied Portugal in , and escalated in when France
turned on Spain, its previous ally. Soon afterwards, he joined and became a leader of the Patriotic Society of
Caracas that was responsible for numerous revolts that ultimately resulted in independence. Having benefited
from colonial monopolies and fearful of the kind of social violence that the late 18th-century revolt had
threatened, many Peruvian Creoles were not anxious to break with Spain. Bolivar next went south and
conquered the province of Quito. The two men had been allies in the war against Spanish rule, but by , their
differences became public and contributed to the political instability from that year onward. The departments
created in were split into 12 smaller departments, each governed by an intendant appointed by the central
government. The immediate effect of that concession was to send the Portuguese ruler, Prince Regent John ,
fleeing in British ships to Brazil. An assassination attempt, in September , failed. The wars of independence ,
â€”26 The final victory of Latin American patriots over Spain and the fading loyalist factions began in with
the political crisis in Spain. Generally speaking we can say that, while he was sympathetic to the basic
aspirations of this movement, he argued that France had no experience with liberal republican government and
that the autocratic power of monarchy and church were too ingrained in the culture to be ended by a simple
declaration of the rights of man. These last, I fear, must end in military despotisms. Nevertheless, as we shall
see, the different sociopolitical contexts of the two men, as well as their respective responsibilities, influenced
both their argument sand their action. From time to time, Bolivar tried to gain a foothold in northern
Venezuela, but without success. Cultural groups like these demonstrate the key role that minority groups play
in Latin America. The details of the July 22 meeting would be a subject of debate by later historians. New
York: Oxford University Press,  Bolivar's many speeches and writings reveal him to be an adherent of limited
government, the separation of powers, religious freedom, property rights, and the rule of law. Colonial
government in South America came to an end. But unless instruction can be spread among them more rapidly
than experience promises, despotism may come upon them before they are qualified to save the ground they
will have gained"  Political legacy 6 On his deathbed, Bolivar asked his aide-de-camp, General Daniel
Florencio O'Leary to burn the extensive archive of his writings, letters, and speeches. In fact, an entire
political Idea, aptly named Bolivarianism, based after his political ideals, is commonplace in many South
American States. In Mexico City and Montevideo caretaker governments were the work of loyal peninsular
Spaniards eager to head off Creole threats. He had seen his dream of eventually creating an American
Revolution-style federation between all the newly independent republics, with a government ideally set-up
solely to recognize and uphold individual rights, succumb to the pressures of particular interests throughout
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the region, which rejected that model and allegedly had little or no allegiance to classical liberal principles.
Shortly after Charles had abdicated in favour of his son Ferdinand , Napoleon had them both imprisoned. In
spite of their upbringing in two different worlds- Berlin and Charlottesville, or urban Europe versus rural
America- there were many affinities between them with regard to their thoughts and actions: both may be seen
as leading minds and staunch advocates of the ideals of Enlightenment; they both clearly saw the deficiencies
of contemporary European society, as well as the problems the Spanish American colonies were facing; and
for both of them the United States served as a hopeful experiment for the application of these ideas, aiming to
create a better form of society. Portrait of a grieving optimist. Last, through these distinguished representatives
of the Old and the New World, similarities and differences in the way these political events were addressed
from both sides of the Atlantic are also assessed. Here we can sense that Jefferson seemed to maintain a
certain distance from these leaders, unlike what he did in the case of the French Revolution.


