
THE ENLIGHTENMENT CREATED A TIME OF CHANGE FOR EUROPE AND

AMERICA

U.S. History .. The Age of Reason, as it was called, was spreading rapidly across Europe. In the wake of political turmoil
in England, Locke asserted the right of a people to change a government that did not protect The writings of Benjamin
Franklin made many Enlightenment ideas accessible to the general public.

The most formidable weapon against errors of every kind is Reason. Adam Smith , a close friend of Hume,
was a Scottish philosopher and economist most famous for his theory of the "invisible hand of the market,"
according to the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Empiricists argued that all human knowledge comes
through the senses and sensory experiences. Indeed, it may be said that the most profound result of the
European enlightenment was Jefferson's great Declaration, which he himself claimed was a synthesis of
American thinking. For moderate Christians, this meant a return to simple Scripture. The French Philosophes
philosophers took the Enlightenment to new heights. This is not wishful thinking. In this view, the tendency of
the philosophes in particular to apply rationality to every problem is considered the essential change. Deists
were typically though not always Protestants, sharing a disdain for the religious dogmatism and blind
obedience to tradition exemplified by the Catholic Church. This paradigm set the stage for Enlightenment
philosophy and the embrace of mankind's rational thoughts. Many Enlightenment thinkersâ€”especially the
French philosophes, such as Voltaire, Rousseau and Diderotâ€”subscribed to some form of skepticism,
doubting appeals to miraculous, transcendent and supernatural forces that potentially limit the scope of
individual choice and reason. Many American historians, however, have found the origins of the American
Enlightenment in the thinking of Roger Williams. Hobbes championed absolutism for the sovereign but he
believed in the right of the individual and the equality of all men. Societies and academies were also the
backbone of the maturation of the scientific profession. Enlightened rationality gave way to the wildness of
Romanticism, but 19th-century Liberalism and Classicismâ€”not to mention 20th-century Modernismâ€”all
owe a heavy debt to the thinkers of the Enlightenment. This new way championed the accomplishments of
humankind. Since the s, a few standout groups like MDRC have pushed for more rigorous testing of social
programs. His most important contribution to American thought is generally regarded as is advocating of the
separation of church and state. Smith acknowledged indebtedness and possibly was the original English
translator. In , [this desire] produced a Third Estate, which broke away from royal rule, and triggered the
French Revolution. Scientific progress during the Enlightenment included the discovery of carbon dioxide
fixed air by the chemist Joseph Black , the argument for deep time by the geologist James Hutton and the
invention of the condensing steam engine by James Watt. Locke also argued against slavery on the basis that
enslaving yourself goes against the law of nature because you cannot surrender your own rights, your freedom
is absolute and no one can take it from you.


