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Hezbollah and the Muslim Brotherhood have become increasingly entangled in regional politicsâ€”Hezbollah
for its engagement in the military operations in Syria in support of the government of President Bashar
al-Assad, [0] and the Muslim Brotherhood after its member Mohammed Morsi won the office of president in
Egypt in and later was ousted by a military-backed campaign. A typical circumvention method is to find
proxies that have access to the target websites, but proxies may be jammed or blocked, and some Web sites,
such as Wikipedia when editing , also block proxies. Whether the attitudes of the late s are the same today is
empirical question which is not addressed in this paper. Another workaround is to bypass DNS if the IP
address is obtainable from other sources and is not itself blocked. Today there are numerous Internet filtering
programs available, several of which are commercially successful [ 2 ]. This may entail legal and extralegal
threats and actions, and it goes hand in hand with surveillance needed to locate and identify authors. An
in-depth analysis by Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto has concluded that the message is a disguised
block page. About million of those requests were fulfilled over HTTP and the remaining  In addition to the
country-by-country testing and analysis, we devised a research approach using the political backdrop of the
Middle East and North Africa region to determine if state censors block access to websites that originate from
or are affiliated with other states in the region based on the ongoing geopolitical conflicts and intraregional
adversaries. For many, this offers a safe haven for their work, particularly when the platforms defend their
ability to publish and resist possible incursions from state and non-state actors that exert pressure to remove
controversial or politically laden content. Independent media producers then become dependent upon these
platforms. Publishers, authors, and their families may be subject to threats, attacks, beatings, and even murder.
Thus, the data provide insight into the characteristics of those who, in , where in support of and against
Internet censorship, something that has not been provided to date. Publishers, authors, and ISPs may be
subject to boycotts. The global list includes 1, websites  However the potential cost of biased responses is at
least partially offset by the specificity of the Internet censorship question. How those platforms choose to
structure their services, in turn, results in an outsized impact in the ongoing tug of war between those who
wish to get to a particular destination online and those who wish to prevent them from doing so. Within
weeks, a Federal court injunction suspended its execution. For example, organized societies censor
premeditated murder. Together, these two trends greatly diminish government's ability to fine-tune filtering
targets. If this paper investigated policy decisions such as legislation passed in Congress, then the distribution
of individuals on the Internet would clearly be important; the median voter may have changed since  While the
core strategies for restricting Internet content have changed little over the past two decades, there have been
consequential changes in the economic, political, social, and technological context. As bilateral and regional
geopolitical conflicts continue, more states are implementing censorship policies to block access to
conflict-related content originating from state political adversaries. Third, the error should be consistent:
repeated requests should result in the same error. For example, governments can generally no longer
selectively block a specific article on the New York Times or Wikipedia, or a particular account on Twitter or
Facebook, without blocking those sites and services in their entirety. Governments Exert Greater Influence on
Public Discourse Online Another trend is that state actors are increasingly engaging in debates and discussion
on platforms conventionally used by non-state early adopters. One might answer the question using only
individual moral or philosophical reasoning, not intending to indicate support for government intervention on
the Internet. Additionally, each local list contains websites that are relevant to the local politics or culture but
are less likely to be censored for example, news websites that report positively on the ruling government , to
provide a baseline for future comparisons. Without limiting the foregoing, Yahoo! Publishers, authors, and
ISPs may receive formal and informal requests to remove, alter, slant, or block access to specific sites or
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content. Although they block content in fewer categories than other countries do, the depth of filtering in the
categories that they filter is high. The websites counted in this theme were blocked in several countries around
the world. In reality, there are a lot of governments that seek to control it. Results reveal an increase in the
scope of faith-based filtering in the MENA region, especially around sectarianism.


