
DEVELOPING A THESIS FOR AN ESSAY

You should provide a thesis early in your essay -- in the introduction, or in longer essays in the second paragraph -- in
order to establish your position and give.

Question-to-Assertion If your assignment asks a specific question s , turn the question s into an assertion and
give reasons why it is true or reasons for your opinion. It should present the topic of your paper and also make
a comment about your position in relation to the topic. Good: Reading develops a child's mind by fostering
comprehension skills, increasing vocabulary, and exposing them to new worlds they might not otherwise
encounter. Evaluation: Does Recycling make a difference? Position: A thesis statement always belongs at the
beginning of an essay. Also, make sure your audience will want to learn these new facts and possibly embrace
these new opinions. Revised theses: Because modern cinematic techniques have allowed filmmakers to get
more graphic, horror flicks have desensitized young American viewers to violence. Re-reading the question
prompt after constructing a working thesis can help you fix an argument that misses the focus of the question.
You decide to explain what you mean about food and beverage choices, so you write: Experts estimate that
half of elementary school children consume nine times the recommended daily allowance of sugar. Possible
conclusion: At first, the simile seems to take the reader away from the world of warfare, but we end up back in
that world by the end. A good thesis has two parts. Compare the following: There are advantages and
disadvantages to using statistics. Your assignment may suggest several ways of looking at a topic; or it may
name a fairly general concept that you will explore or analyze in your paper. Good: The internet serves as a
means of expediently connecting people across the globe, fostering new friendships and an exchange of ideas
that wouldn't have occurred prior to its inception. Figuring out the why to one or more of these questions, or to
related questions, will put you on the path to developing a working thesis. Teachers will have different
preferences for the precise location of the thesis, but a good rule of thumb is in the introduction paragraph,
within the last two or three sentences. Focus on one aspect of your topic As you consider your options, you
must decide to focus on one aspect of your topic. Never assume that the meaning of a sentence is obvious.
Based on this conclusion, you can then write a trial thesis statement to help you decide what material belongs
in your paper. This is a strong thesis because it shows how your experience contradicts a widely-accepted
view. If readers strongly disagree with you right off the bat, they may stop reading. This broad thesis
statement runs the risk of allowing you to go off on several tangents.


