
POLICE CORRUPTION AND MISCONDUCT ESSAY

Free Essay: Within our police system in America, there are gaps and loopholes that give leeway to police officials who
either abuse the authority given to.

Even when a person portrays strong characteristics of integrity and desires to uphold the law in an ethical
fashion, they may feel the pressure to succumb to fellow officers in order to fit into an exclusive subculture.
Since its beginnings, may aspects of policing have changed; however, one aspect that has remained relatively
unchanged is the existence of corruption. Even when a person portrays strong characteristics of integrity and
desires to uphold the law in an ethical fashion, they may feel the pressure to succumb to fellow officers in
order to fit into an exclusive subculture. The mentality of doing it their own way sets in and more likely than
not this behavior is not cohesive with the policies and procedures in place by the agency. Ethical decisions and
behavior should be taught. A law enforcement department might choose to punish an individual, but the fear
of punishment usually is not enough to change unwanted behavior Martin  The extent of police corruption,
misconduct, and brutality is hard to track in the United States. For them to be able to do their job however we
grant them several privileges that that empower them more than the average citizen. Such a strong loyalty
toward fellow officers causes members to trade their integrity for that allegiance. Frontline supervisors act as
the bridge between the administration and the frontline officers. A basic definition for police corruption is,
when an officer gets involved in offenses where the officer uses his or her position, by act or omission, to
obtain improper financial benefit. Special units in police forces are essential to the function of any
organization, however some of these special units might evolve into feeling superior to the rest of the agency.
Controlling corruption from the departmental level requires a strong leadership organization, because
corruption can take place anywhere from the patrol officer to the chief. Unfortunately, this attitude develops
from not being checked, and leads to the unit feeling as though they are untouchable. Controlling corruption is
the only way that we can really limit corruption, because corruption is the byproduct of the individual police
officer, and police environmental factors; therefore, control must come from not only the police department,
but it also must require the assistance and support of the community members. Therefore, producing an honest
and ethical officer is essential to prevent misconduct and corruption in any department. A basic definition for
police corruption is, when an officer gets involved in offenses where the officer uses his or her position, by act
or omission, to obtain improper financial benefit. My definition of corruption is the same, but my definition of
corruption in law enforcement is different. Although it might be mandatory for leaders to provide an
environment that encourages proper ethical conduct, it falls upon each member of the organization to ensure
that this standard of integrity is carried out. With these issues at hand, it is important that law enforcement
agencies invest in upstanding supervisors and leaders in their departments because according to statistics,
leaders have a significant impact in preventing corruption and therefore play a significant role in the agencies
in which they serve. Citation Dantzker, Mark L. For a corrupt act to occur, three distinct elements of police
corruption must be present simultaneously: 1 Mishandling of authority, 2 Mishandling of official capacity, and
3 Mishandling of personal attainment Dantzker, p  Is there a solution to the police corruption problem? The
broad or basic dictionary definition of corruption is dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power,
typically involving bribery "Corruption Usage Example Sentence, Pronunciation, Web Definition Google
Dictionary. The external corruption generally consists of one or more of the following activities: 1 Payoffs to
the police, by people who essentially violate non-criminal elements, who fail to comply with stringent statutes
or city ordinances. If they fail to, it would make officers unaware of the consequences of corruption and do
nothing but encourage it. Unfortunately, this attitude develops from not being checked, and leads to the unit
feeling as though they are untouchable. Each of the specific approaches provides a contribution to the citizens
in an ordinary perception of individuals as well as organizations referring to reports and possible contributions
to perceptions that have changed The employee being investigated can become unsettled, many times mentally
and emotionally exhausted. Physical abuse is such abuse where one uses excessive force or physical
harassment A common example of police corruption is the acceptance of bribes in exchange for not pursuing a
suspect or even discontinuing an investigation. The commission also found cops who became drug dealers
themselves setting up their own drug dealing networks and distribution centers During the movie it was clear
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that police misconduct was enhance by the police subculture and also by the way that police executives
manage their precinct. A subculture is a group of individuals who generally share attitudes, perceptions,
assumptions, values, beliefs, ways of living, and traditions. Therefore, it becomes imperative that effective
leaders â€” who share the same goals â€” be in place to set the standard for subordinates to see and emulate
Martin  However, officers can prevent most misconduct complaints if they conduct themselves in a
professional manner and write detailed, accurate reports. The mentality of doing it their own way sets in and
more likely than not this behavior is not cohesive with the policies and procedures in place by the agency.
Employees directly and indirectly involved can also become emotionally drained. Police abuse of authority
occurs in three different general areas such as physical abuse, psychological abuse, and legal abuse.
Regardless of the fact, police corruption cannot simply be over looked. In order for these violators to avoid
arrest, the police officers have accepted bribes, and accepted narcotics, which they turned around and sold.


