
THE REASONS FOR THE INVOLVEMENT OF AMERICA IN THE VIETNAM

WAR AND ITS CAUSES

The Vietnam War was a long, costly and divisive conflict that pitted the Opposition to the war in the United States bitterly
divided Americans, even after Following its defeat in World War II, Japan withdrew its forces from The Vietnam War and
active U.S. involvement in the war began in 

On March 31, in a speech that took America and the world by surprise, Johnson announced that "I shall not
seek, and I will not accept the nomination of my party for another term as your President" and pledged himself
to devoting the rest of his term in office to the search for peace in Vietnam. North Vietnam had a population of
16 million. Morale in the U. Peace was discussed at Geneva in and the Treaty of Geneva agreed that the
French would leave Vietnam and the country would be split along the 17th Parallel until elections could be
held. The issue then became in what manner American forces would be used[ citation needed ]. Eisenhower
had pledged his firm support to Diem and South Vietnam. By , the U. The escalation continued throughout ,
and by the end of that year , American troops were in Vietnam. They were defeated by the Vietminh at Dien
Bien Phu in  Therefore, there would be no invasion of North Vietnam, the "neutrality" of Laos and Cambodia
would be respected, and Rolling Thunder would not resemble the bombing of Germany and Japan during the
Second World War. But things changed with an incident in the summer of  Another surprise for the
communists was that the ARVN did not collapse under the onslaught, instead turning in a performance that
pleased even its American patrons. The logistical system in Laos and Cambodia should be cut by ground
forces, isolating the southern battlefield[ citation needed ]. Although not all of the members of the company
participated, a significant number of them, led by Calley, did. The Gulf of Tonkin incident appeared to be a
provocation for war. Other Southeast Asian nations also transitioned from colonial to independent status in the
years after World War II, and tensions and conflicts between communist and non-communist movements
existed not just in Vietnam but also in Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Philippines. Indeed, PAVN was doing just
that. Due to the time period and nature of the Vietnam War historians today consider it to be a Cold War era
proxy war between the United States and Soviet Union. The north had the support of communist allies
including the Soviet Union and China, while the south had the support of the west with the United States.
Troops could also be easily resupplied in remote areas. Reason three - The Domino Theory This was the belief
that if one country fell to communism, it was likely that the neighbouring one would also fall â€” similar to a
row of dominoes falling over. They had become used to fearing soldiers. Bao Dai was to lead the south and
Ho Chi Minh the north. Kissinger and North Vietnamese representatives drafted a peace agreement by early
fall, but leaders in Saigon rejected it, and in December Nixon authorized a number of bombing raids against
targets in Hanoi and Haiphong. It mattered whether the new countries established communist or
non-communist governments. Two regular divisions and later elements of a third were moving toward Khe
Sanh, eventually surrounding the base and cutting off its only road access. Reason four - The weak South
Vietnamese Government Diem was a corrupt leader who refused to give peasants land.


